GLOSSARY

Authority- The reliability of information is often reflected by the credentials of its author/creator.

Bibliography - An alphabetical list of print works referred to or consulted in preparing a text. If non-print resources are also used it is referred to as Works Cited.

Big6- A six step information problem-solving model developed by Michael Eisenberg and Robert Berkowitz (influenced by Bloom's taxonomy) and widely used in schools and libraries across the country. It includes: Task definition, Information seeking strategies, Location of and access to information, Use of information, Synthesis and Evaluation. 

Boolean searching- A logical system of searching using the words AND, OR, NOT, and/or truncation symbols in search statements. It can be easily demonstrated using Venn diagrams.

Currency- The timeliness of information presented by a resource. 

Database- A collection of information organized for easy search and retrieval. A place to store information which is often (but not always) online. Each of our SLMCs subscribes to a variety of electronic databases (including World Book, Grolier, SIRS, EBSCO, Student Resource Center and more) for use by students and staff. These databases can also be accessed remotely from home. See your SLMS for passwords.

FCA- Focus Correction Area is a term used in Webster’s Collin's Writing curriculum to indicate the areas where students need to direct their efforts to improve their work.

Format- The medium of a material. This includes books, VHS and DVD, CD's, newspapers, magazines, online databases, the Internet and others.

Information literacy- The ability to access, evaluate and use information from a variety of sources, including print, video, and the Web, and apply problem solving skills both in and outside of the classroom.

Interlibrary loan(ILL)- This process allows libraries within a cooperative library system or school district to share resources thereby providing patron access to all resources available throughout the system or district.

Internet- A global electronic communications network connecting millions of computers around the world.

KWL- A graphic organizer used to summarize what you know, what you want to know and what you've learned.

Keyword search- Searches everywhere for a word and gets lots of “hits.”  This method uses natural language but can return more than you need.

MLA style- The Modern Language Association’s documentation guideline for preparing research papers is used by many schools and publishers across the country. It includes writing mechanics such as source documentation, punctuation and quotations. Other citation formats include the American Psychological Association's APA (often used in the social and behavioral sciences), Chicago, and Turabian.

OPAC- Online Public Access Catalog is an electronic database of records representing the collection of materials held at a particular library. The Monroe Country Public library’s catalog is available on LIBRAWeb.

Parenthetical documentation- Inserting a brief citation enclosed by parenthesis within the text of a work. These citations refer directly to the Works Cited page that appears at the end of the paper. They contain only enough information to locate them in the Works Cited page and replace endnotes and footnotes used in the past.

Plagiarism- Stealing or passing off the words of another as one’s own. Using another’s work without crediting the source.

Primary source- Material in its original format. This may include interviews, letters, speeches, journals, logs, memos, diaries etc.

Secondary source- A resource quoting or reprinting primary materials. This may include facsimiles of original sources with commentary, criticism or analysis.

SLMC - School Library Media Center (AKA Library).

SLMS - School Library Media Specialist (AKA librarian).

Subject search- Searches only the subject headings used by the database. This method can be more limiting than keyword searching but more accurate if you know the correct terms to use.

Super3- A simpler version of the Big6 intended for K-2 students that is comprised of 3 steps: Plan, Do, and Review.

Thesis statement- A thesis statement is a sentence that clearly and concisely indicates the purpose, intent and main idea of your project.

Works cited- An alphabetical list of all types of works referred to or consulted in preparing a text. 

World Wide Web- A system of Internet servers that supports easier navigation by providing links to other documents as well as graphics, audio and video files. (AKA the Web)

